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NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION

15As soon as it was morning, the chief priests
held a consultation with the elders and scribes
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led
him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate
asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He
answered him, ‘You say so.” 3Then the chief
priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate
asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how
many charges they bring against you.’ 5But
Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was
amazed.

6 Now at the festival he used to release a
prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked.
7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with
the rebels who had committed murder during the
insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to
ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom.
9Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to
release for you the King of the Jews?’ 10For he
realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief
priests had handed him over. 11But the chief
priests stirred up the crowd to have him release
Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to
them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do*
with the man you call* the King of the Jews?’
13They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!" 14Pilate
asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But
they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!" 15So
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he
handed him over to be crucified.

16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of
the palace (that is, the governor’'s headquarters®*);
and they called together the whole cohort. 17And
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after
twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on
him. 18And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King
of the Jews!" 19They struck his head with a reed,
spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him.
20After mocking him, they stripped him of the
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.

KING JAMES VERSION

15And straightway in the morning the chief priests
held a consultation with the elders and scribes
and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and
carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.

2And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the
Jews? And he answering said unto them, Thou
sayest it.

3And the chief priests accused him of many
things: but he answered nothing.

4And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest
thou nothing? behold how many things they
witness against thee.

5But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate
marvelled.

6Now at that feast he released unto them one
prisoner, whomsoever they desired.

7And there was one named Barabbas, which lay
bound with them that had made insurrection with
him, who had committed murder in the
insurrection.

8And the multitude crying aloud began to desire
him to do as he had ever done unto them.

9But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that |
release unto you the King of the Jews?

10For he knew that the chief priests had delivered
him for envy.

11But the chief priests moved the people, that he
should rather release Barabbas unto them.

12And Pilate answered and said again unto them,
What will ye then that | shall do unto him whom ye
call the King of the Jews?

13And they cried out again, Crucify him.

14Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath
he done? And they cried out the more
exceedingly, Crucify him.

15And so Pilate, willing to content the people,
released Barabbas unto them, and delivered

THE MESSAGE

1At dawn's first light, the high priests, with the
religious leaders and scholars, arranged a
conference with the entire Jewish Council. After
tying Jesus securely, they took him out and
presented him to Pilate.

2-3Pilate asked him, "Are you the 'King of the
Jews'?" He answered, "If you say so0." The high
priests let loose a barrage of accusations.

4-5Pilate asked again, "Aren't you going to
answer anything? That's quite a list of
accusations." Still, he said nothing. Pilate was
impressed, really impressed.

6-10It was a custom at the Feast to release a
prisoner, anyone the people asked for. There
was one prisoner called Barabbas, locked up with
the insurrectionists who had committed murder
during the uprising against Rome. As the crowd
came up and began to present its petition for him
to release a prisoner, Pilate anticipated them:
"Do you want me to release the King of the Jews
to you?" Pilate knew by this time that it was
through sheer spite that the high priests had
turned Jesus over to him.

11-12But the high priests by then had worked up
the crowd to ask for the release of Barabbas.
Pilate came back, "So what do | do with this man
you call King of the Jews?"

13They yelled, "Nail him to a cross!"

14Pilate objected, "But for what crime?" But they
yelled all the louder, "Nail him to a cross!"

15Pilate gave the crowd what it wanted, set
Barabbas free and turned Jesus over for
whipping and crucifixion.

16-20The soldiers took Jesus into the palace
(called Praetorium) and called together the entire
brigade. They dressed him up in purple and put a
crown plaited from a thornbush on his head.
Then they began their mockery: "Bravo, King of
the Jews!" They banged on his head with a club,
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Then they led him out to crucify him.

Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified.

16And the soldiers led him away into the hall,
called Praetorium; and they call together the
whole band.

17And they clothed him with purple, and platted a
crown of thorns, and put it about his head,

18And began to salute him, Hail, King of the
Jews!

19And they smote him on the head with a reed,
and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees
worshipped him.

20And when they had mocked him, they took off
the purple from him, and put his own clothes on
him, and led him out to crucify him.

spit on him, and knelt down in mock worship.
After they had had their fun, they took off the
purple cape and put his own clothes back on him.
Then they marched out to nail him to the cross.




